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of the universe was regarded as a work left to
itself, men thirsted after the living God. If He could
not be found in the daily upholding of the universe
He must be expected at intervals interfering with
the ordinary working. It was on this principle that
miracles spoke more of God than the order of nature.
Thus, while the universe was regarded as a machine,
the existence of miracles was declared impossible by
those who denied the * interferences.' Now, as the
Duke of Argyll remarks, it is admitted on all sides
that the question of miracles depends entirely on the
evidence. This craving for ' interferences/ or, what
is the same thing, this belief in * interferences,' has
possessed the human mind in every age, and under
many forms. It was perhaps inevitable to those who
could not realise the presence of Deity in the world
of nature and providence. But religious beliefs can-
not always be reduced to logical consistency. Even
those who saw the 'Great First Cause' in the
* secondary causes/ were not satisfied unless the Beity
worked also withgut secondary causes. And though
the world was governed and their prayers answered
mediately, they would have called it Atheism to say
that God never works but according to the order of
nature. This had its root in that craving for absolute
certainty which seems to be an original element in the
sentiment of religion. It is really a part of the
question of miracles, and must end in the simple
inquiry of the amount of certainty which is within
the reach of man.

Supposing the doctrine of development were true,
it would give a hint towards the settling of another